Homerton Hospital in the East End of London was opened in 1986. A year before its completion an artwork committee was formed which has remained very active since, acquiring two-and three-dimensional works of art to enliven the environment both inside and outside the hospital. The year 1991 saw the completion of several commissions, including a ceramic panel bearing the name of the hospital over the main entrance, a large ceramic jug-and-bowl fountain and an even larger fibreglass sculpture, which is the subject of this article.
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When commissioning a new work the artwork committee asks a small subcommittee to produce a shortlist of suitable artists, and the winner is chosen by the full committee. In this instance, the committee wanted a large outdoor sculpture that would attract the attention of children either through visual appeal or by being user friendly; how this could be achieved would be left to the artist. The winner was Kevin Harrison, an art teacher who works at several schools in the East End. A sculptor, he is particularly at home with wood, metal and fibreglass.
Kevin's first step was to ask children at two of his schools to make three-dimensional sculptures of their own design in metal or wood. Each child prepared drawings of his or her proposed work, and under Kevin's supervision a large series of highly original works resulted. The drawings and the photographs of the finished projects were displayed in one of the hospital corridors at Homerton. Kevin then incorporated various elements from these works into his own design.
The final work, about 16 ft long and 18 ft high, is made of fibreglass and painted in very bright colours. It is situated on the grass outside the antenatal clinic, where many young Figure 1 Opening party visitors come with their mothers, and is also clearly visible from the physiotherapy department.
The committee likes to celebrate the completion of a major work of art in the hospital, and for this sculpture all the children connected with the hospital in one way or another were invited to a party, followed by the unveiling of WA WA-SHSH; Figure 1 shows the artist surrounded by children, who are responding to the committee's wish that the work should be used rather than merely gazed upon. Almost immediately it was clear that if children were allowed to clamber over the sculpture they might fall off it; the sculpture is now roped off, and those who wished for a 'hands-on' sculpture will have to wait for another commission. None the less, the work has proved immensely popular with patients, visitors and staff. WAWA-SHSH, so called for the phonetic qualities of the name, has taken its place amidst the wide spectrum of artworks which can be seen at Homerton Hospital. om C _ cFiH -55 9 Pensioners' Court, Charterhouse, London EC1 M 6AU, England
